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TRAN 8010AEF 

Socio-cultural Issues for Translators in English 

 

Introduction 

 

This course is designed to cultivate students' awareness towards the major 

socio-cultural issues in the British, American, Chinese, Colonial and Post-colonial 

contexts. Selected works from specific historical periods will be analyzed in 

understanding the socio-cultural formation of writings. 

 

 

Aims 

 

This course aims to introduce students to the major socio-cultural issues through 

examining various literary works, critical writings and films. It will broaden students’ 

intellectual horizon and cultural literacy. 

 

 

Learning outcomes 

 

Upon completion of the course, students should be able to: 

1. Explain the major socio-cultural issues in American, British, Chinese, Asian, 

Colonial and Post-colonial contexts. 

2. Evaluate critically on the legacy of various social-cultural advents. 

3. Analyze various texts in relation to the corresponding socio-cultural backgrounds. 

 

Topics Contact 

Hours 

1 Introduction: Understanding the socio-cultural formation of 

writings 

2 

2 Class and Gender 6 



 

2 

 

3 Multiculturalism, Globalization and Glocalisation 6 

4 Traditions and Modern Resistance 6 

5 The Lost Generation 4 

6 Conflicts in Colonial and Post-colonial Contexts 4 

7 Writing and Speaking Workshop for Postgraduate Students 4 

Total: 32 hours 

 

Alignment of outcomes and content 

 

Outcomes Topic 

Outcome 1 Topics 1-7 

Outcome 2 Topics 1-7 

Outcome 3 Topics 2-7 

 

 

Teaching and learning strategies 

 

Socio-cultural issues will be explored through the reading, analysis and appreciation 

of various literary texts and films. Students would be given plenty of chances to be 

engaged in class discussions for demonstrating their unique interpretations and what 

has been learnt. The texts selected for teaching will be depended on the expertise of 

the instructor. 

 

Students are encouraged to use the Online Learning Environment (OLE) which 

contains reference materials for them to read outside class hours. The online 

Discussion Board offers an additional means for students to communicate with the 

teacher and each other. 

 

 

Assessment 

Course assessment is based on continuous assessment (100%): 

 

Assessment Alignment with Learning 

Outcomes 

Course Weighting 

Class Participation Outcomes 1-3 10% 

Oral Presentation Outcomes 1-2 20% 

Term Paper Outcomes 1-3 40% 

Term Test Outcomes 1-3 30% 
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Set Texts 

 

Selected texts and films will be chosen for students in exploring the topics based on 

the expertise of the lecturer. 
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